SOUTH DAKOTA.

TOTAL INDIAN I'OPULATION AS QFF JUNE 1, 1890. (a)

Total - e i el P Cereaans e 9, 854
Reservation Indiany, not taxed {not counted in the general CON8US) Lioiaol... U £ N 11
Indians in prison, not otherwise enumeratod. .. ... .. . ccue .o oie o e e e an 4
Indinng oft reservations, self-snpporting and taxed (counted in the gencral census)............. 782

a The self-supporting Indiang taxed are included in the genoral census,  Tho results of the special Indian census 10 be ndded to the gonernl census aro:

Resorvation Indinng, not taxed. oo i aiie e iianaaenan Chemraeecaanne
Indians in prigon, not otherwise enumorated......  aemeeastemaarate e nanaeans .
Other persons with Tndians, not otherwise snumerated ... i ciiiaiiarmen s

INDIAN POPULATION OF RESERVATIONS.

- e B R
AGENCIES AND RESERVATIONS. | Tribu, \ Total. | Males., ’ Temales. | I‘:m};}’:;
. \ | ' .
e B e e N I Bl -
T U Ceeeenes et tar e s 19,088 U 9,271 9,707 || 12,183
RS S U (B
Clheyennoe Rivor 8geney.vaeeaavivieaanas ; . peae [} 8".3 ' 1,356 | 1,407 ' 1, 2J9
Crow Creelc and Lower Brule ngeney. ... 9,084 l 1,004 1,081 | 1,213
Pine Ridgoe ageney. ... 5,50 [ 2,015.| 2808 : 5, 553
YANKLON REBICY 1vvnmevicraeneanenaennn. 1,725 | 824 po1 482
Rosebud agency 5,481 | 2,840 {2,785 |1 8,700
Sisseton ngenay 1,602 | 707 ‘ LT
. |
Cheyenne River ngenty : ! i ‘
Cheyenne River reservation ............. Blackfeet Sioux, Sans Arves | 2,828 | 1,486 ; 1,407 {i 1,289
Sioux, \Imnoum)au Sioux, | j !
and Two Kottlo Sioux, | R
Crow Creek and Lower Brule agensy.....ocoiviii it iinriiaicacnnnnns J 2,084 ! 1,003 1, 081 1,213
DREENRES N — e
Crow Cresk reservation (@) ....cooooo... Lower Yanktonnai Sioux...... | 1,008 lf |J04 454 529
Lowazar Brule rescrvation (o) -oaeeennoan.s Tower Brule Sioax vveaeenata.. i 1,026 400 527 684
Dine Ridge agency 2,875 2, 858 5,683
Pine Ridge roservation ....c..ooeoaaiiit, Qgalalla Sionx, 4,488; mixed 5,016 | 2,373 2, 643 3,016
.}' Dloods, 528,
Cheyenne (Northern) (b)..o...... B17 | 302 216 517
Yunkton agency : :
Yaukton reservation. ...ceavuveeveenrnna.| Yankton Sjoux........co..... e 1,725 ! 324 $01 432

Rosebud ageney: I
TRosebud resarvation........... rrrraann Brule Sioux Na.1,1,238; Brule 5,381 2, 446 2,788 3,768
Sioux,No.2,760; Lonfer Sioux,
1,05%;  Wazinhzinh Sioux, )
1.184; Two Kettls Sloux, 228;
Northern Sioux; 1407, and
mixed bloods, 762,

Sisselon agenoy: .
Lake Traverse reservation....c.......... Sisseton and Walpeton Sionx. 1,622 767 £ I |

@ 3Tush of the area embraced in these resorvations wns included in the Old Winnebago reservation, creatod by executive order July 1,.1863,
b The Northern Cheyonnes were removed, na & military necessity, to the Tengne River ngene;,Muntana, September 14, 1891, after Deing temporarily at Fort
Keogh Montana.
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574 REPORT ON INDIANS TAXED AND NOT TAXED.

The civilized (self-supporting) Indians of South Dakota, counted in the general census, number 782 (382 males
and 400 females), and are distributed as follows:

Charles Mix county, 28; Gregory county, 109; Hughes county, 13; Moody county, 147; Pyatt county, 1L0;
Stanley connty, 392; Sterling county, 52; other counties (8 or less in each), 30.

The rharacteristics of the citizen Indians are indicated in the following general deseriptions:

TRIBE, STOCK, AND LOCATION OXI" THI INDIANS IN SOUTII DAKOTA.

Ageney.

TRIBES, Stock. . Reservution. i
Blackfeet. ...oovuemvnoviiaiaaaat Sioman...........; Cheyenne River .ooovveienaanss . Cheyeune River.
Brulé (Lower) ... -v..| Sionan... .ee.l Crow Creck and Tower Brule..| Crow Creck and Lower Brule.
Brols (Upper) covennieenaan.. Stouan..... eeeaf ROSEDRA. . cLiiiiiiiiiia. Rosobud,
Cheyenne (Northorn)...... Algonkian....... Pine Ridge Tine Ridge.
Loaler Sioux.....oaveveeann Sionan........... Rosal)u«i......\ ..... memeaaa s Rosebud, .
Minnikonjo....oooaeeoai. Slonan Crow Creek ..ooceeevicnnannn. Crow Creek and Lower Brule.

Minnikonjo....... —ene Siouan. .. Cheyenne River ... Cheyonne River.

Minnikonjo.... .ol Siouwan........... Rosebud c.cooviinniiiaannas, Rosobud,

Qgalalla Sioux..... P 'Sionan ........... Rosebud, .ovveiirenn i ; Roscbud.

Ognlalla Sioux. ... Siounn... Pine Ridge -| Tine Ridge.

Sans Ares Stoux.....o......... L Slouan Cheyenne River .o.ooeoenonn .l Cheyenne River.

Sioux mixed) -.voevinianannan Siouan Rosebod Resebud.

Sisseton ...l Siouan.. Lako Lraverse.. Sigaston,

Two Kettleeonaen s vieenne Siouan...........{ Rosebud Rasebud.

Two Kettle Sjoux ...oovveeinnn | sionan.. Ol Winnebago. .coocnoeovo.o.| Crow Creek and Lowor Brule.
Two Kattle Sioux. Siouan. .. * Cheyeune River .. . l Cheyenne River.

Wahpston ..ooovvernnnin e Sionan .} Lalko Traverse. . l Sisseton.

Wiznhzal . ooooieiiiaiiia Siowan........... Rusebud............. PP ! Rosgebud.

Toaltonnal cooeeiiiiiiiaa., - Slonan........... Crow Creek ang Lower Brile..| Crow Creek and Lower Brule.
o Yanktennai {Magabeda, Drifting | Slouan........... « Urow Creck and Lower Brule..: Crow Creek and Lower Brule,
| Goose}, |
I Yankten Sioug eeeiiienenaana. .o, Siouati........... Yankton...ooveoiavaianna., i Yankton.
t

With the exception of the Northern Cheyennes at Pine Ridge, who are Algonkian, the entire Indian population
of the 6 agencies is of Siouan stock.,

CHEYENNE RIVER AGENCY.

The Indians of this agency are Blackfeet, Two Kettle, Minneconjou, and Sans Aves Sioux, They were livin g
here prior to the adoption of the reservation system. They formerly oceupied and ranged the territory west of the
Mississippi river and north of the Platte. The Cheyeune River reservation was established in 1868, since which
time these bands have occupied if, not having resided ou any other reservation. There are a few families from
other reservations living here who have come in from time to time and have been allowed to remain. None of the
bands are extinet, but owing to intermarriage the tribal or band distinctions are no longer recognized or in
existence, and so they are virtunally one tribe, and were enumerated as such.—P. P. PAarMeR, United States Indian
agent. :

CROW CREEK AND LOWER BRULE AGENCY.

The Lower Yanktonnai Sioux formerly resided near Pipestone, Minnesota, but have lived in this region about;
85 years. They are reranants of many tribes who roamed adjacent to this region.

After the Santees and Winnebagos ran away from the Old Winnebago reservation in 1864 for fear of starvin g,
the government, in 1868, made a treaty with the Sioux, and these Indians were placed on this portion of the Old
Winnebago reservation, now known as the Crow Creck reservation, on the east bank of the Missouri, 25 miles
north of Chamberlain, South Dakota. The Sioux of this reservation claim to have always been friendly to the
white people, and many of them have served the nation faithfully as soldiers and scouts.

The Brule Sioux located at this ageney are on the southern portion of the agency, 5 miles below Chamberlain,
South Dakota. They originally came from the up eountry around the head waters of the Mississippi, and ranged
over the northwest, dangerous, murderous Indians, In the Sioux massacre of 1863 they took & prominent part.
They are the most superstitious of American Indians.—ANDREW G. Dixon, United States Indian agent.

PINE RIDGE AGENCY.

The Ogalalla Sioux have been here 13 years, the Northern Cheyennes 11 years, the mixed bloods (Ogalalia

Sioux) 13 years. ’
The Ogalalla Sioux and mixed bloods came from southern Nebraska. The Northern Cheyennes came from

Montana (and returned there in 1891), The tribes all live separately, not being merged into other tribes. They

have been among the fiercest and most warlike of the Sioux.—CHARLES G. PENNY, captain United States army, .k

Indian agent.
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CONDITION OF INDIANS—SOUTH DAKOTA. B7H
YANKTON AGENOY.

The Yanlkton agency and reservation were established in 1859, The Yaunkton Sioux Indians have been here
since that time. They are divided into8bands. They lived along the Missowri river from Pierre to Council Bluffs
previous to the establishment of the agency. They were then known ag ¢ the 3 upper bands” aud “the 3 lower
bands?”, They intermixed, however, and frequently counseled together, o

The Yauktons never lived in any other country but this since they were first discovered by white people,
except that they sometimes lived along the James, the Vermilion, and the Big Sioux rivers, where they raised
small patches of corn and pumpkins; but during the winter season they retarned to the Missouri river bottoms.
This was prior to their being placed on this reservation.—E. W, FosTer, Uuited States Indian agent.

ROSEBUD AGENCY.

The several bands of Sioux of this ageney have been on their present reservation since 1878, Previous to
that time they lived in western Nebraska and Wyoming. They originally roamed over those states and the
Dakotas. The bands were located at Whetstone ageney, Dakota, from 1868 to 1870, and at Spotted Tail ageucy,
in Nebraska, from 1872 to 1878. These Indians are among the most famous of the Sionx. They were warlike and
brave, some of their warriors being the most savage of all Indians.—J. Grore: Wrient, United States Indian
agent. ‘

SISSETON AGENCY,

The Sisseton and Wahpeton Sioux are one people, composed of about onethird mixed bloods. They were
originally Minnesota Indians. In 1862, after the outbreak of that year, they acted as scouts for the government,
and were entirely friendly during the Sioux massacre of 1862-~1863. To reward them they were removed to Dakota,
and giveu this reservation in February, 1867, by treaty, and have lived here ever since. They were living here
from 1863 to 1867 on noureservation land. In 1867 the reservation was made and the ageney established, this
then being a wild and an unoceupied country.

The Sisseton and Wahpeton Sioux Indiuns were at one time 2 distinet tribes, but sinee coming here and
making the treaty of February, 1867, they have become merged into 1 tribe, calling themselves the ¢ Sisseton and
Wahpeton Indians”. They are a part of the Sioux Nation, but have not held communion with the rest of the Sioux
Nation for the past 29 years.—WILLIAM M. CUSIOK, United States Indian agent.

INDIANS IN SOUTH DAKOTA, 1890,

The Indians living within the area of Sonth Dakota at. the date of its diseovery by white people were chiefly
Bioux. Many of the Indians now on reservations in South Dakota were gathered up and brought from adjeining
states and territories.

At many of the agencies, now living quietly and peaceably, some working, but most of them fed by the nation,
are some of the most dangerous Indians on the American continent. Some of the ancient warriors are now
completely worn out by age, such as Red Cloud, at Pine Ridge; others, like John Gall and Johu Grass, at Standing
Rock, are farmers or herders. Many of these lndiaus were fierce fighters under Sitting Bull in years past, and
in 1890 they seemed desirous of reviving their warlike prowess. The discontented Sioux in 1890 who did much
toward the revolt ending in the Wounded Knee fight were Sitting Bull, Circling Bear, Black Bird, and Circling
Hawl, of Standing Rock agency; Spotted Elk (Big Foot) and his aid, of Cheyenne River agency; Crow Dog and
Low Dog, of Rosebud, and others, of Pine Ridge. The latest Indian war was the outbreak at Pine Ridge in the
fall of 1890, ending with the destruction of Big IFoot’s band of Sioux from Cheyenne River agency, December 29,
1890, by Colonel J. W, Forsyth, of the Seventh United States cavalry. (a)

THE MESSIAH OR GHOST DANCE.

In the fall of 1890 a series of outbreaks were threatened among the western reservation Indians, due to
excitement brought about by the belief in the coming of an Indian messiah, who was to accomplish three essential
‘things: the white people were, all at one time, to leave the Indian country; the dead Indians were to come to life
again and repeople their old country, and the buffalo, the Indians’ food, was to return in numbers as of old. To
aid the coming of this megsiah the Indians were to dance night and day until he appeared. The date was fixed
by prophets or messengers. The dance was called the ghost dance by the white people. "It was not a war dance,
ag men and women participated in it; it was an invocation,

& In his report for 1891, Vol. 1, pages LII-LIX, the Secratary of the Interior treats of the outbreak. and its causes, including failure to fulfill promises made to
the Indians. Seo also Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1891, pagus 127-142.
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OROW CREEK AND LOWER BRULE AGENCY.

Report of Spesial Agent Joux J. BOYLE on the Indiaus of Crow Creek and Lower Brulo reservations, Crow Creek and Lower Brule
agency, South Dakota (the agency on the Crow Creek veservation was Chamberlain), July and August, 1890,

Names of Indian tribes or parts of tribes occupying said reservations: (a) Crow Creek reservation, Lower Yanktonnai, Lower Brale,
and Minnekonjo Sionx; Lower Brule reservation, Lower Brule and Lower Yanktonnai Sioux.

The unallotted area of the C'row Creek reservation iy 203,397 acres, or 317.75 square miles; the Lower Brule reservation is 472,550 aeres, or
738,25 square miles. These reservations have not been surveyed, althouglh some lines have been ascertained. The Crow Creek
reservation was established, altered, or changed Ly order of department, July 1, 1863 (sce Aunual Report of the Cominissioner of
Indian Affairs, 1863, page 318); treaby of April 29,1863 (15 U.8. Stats., p. 635), and executive order IFebruary 27, 1885, (Sce
President’s proclamasion of April 17, 1885, annulling executive ovder of February 27, 1885.) The Lower Brule reservation was
established, altered, or changed by treaty of April 29, 1868, vol. 15, p. 35, and executive orders January 11, March 16, and May
20, 1875, and November 28, 1876; agroement, ratified by act of Congress approved IFebruary 28, 1877, vol. 19, p. 254, and
exocntive orders August 9, 1879, and Mareh 20,1884, (Tract 82,000 acves, set apart by oxecutive order of January 24, 1882, is
situated in Nobraska. Act of Congress, March 12, 1889, vol. 25, p. 888. DPresident’s proclamation of February 10, 1890, vol. 26, p,

S—
Indian population 1890: Crow Creeks, 1,058; Lower Brules, 1,026; total, 2,084,

(ROW CREEK RESERVATION.

Crow Creek Indian agency is located on tho east bank of the Missouri river, South Dakota, 25 miles north of
Cliamberlain, the present end of the Milwaunkee and St. Paul railroad, and 6 miles north of where Crow creek,
from which it takes its name, empties into the Missouri, on the site of old Fort Thompson, of which at present only
the officers’ quarters, now used as a coal shed, and a few stumps of stockade remain. On a long strip of river
bottom 200 yards wide, having a large grove of cottontwood trees along the river banlk, with 500 feet of clean space
between the grove and the cliffs, the agency buildings are located.

This agency was established in 1863 by Colonel Olark Thompson, at that time superintendent of Indian affairs
for the northwest. This officer brought from Minnesota, a short time after the massacre in that state, down
the Mississippi and up the Missouri 1,300 Santees and 1,900 Winnebagos, and placed them on this reservation,
They weve, properly speaking, prisonérs of war, and as the government had its hands full in other quarters at that
time, the poor Indians were in immediate danger of starvation during the spring of 1864, These Indians were
very mueh dissatisfied, and accordingly began to lay plans to get away. After making a number of dugouts and
rafts, one night they floated down the viver.

In 1868 the government wade a treaty with the Sioux Nation by which it agreed to issiie annnities to those
people for 30 years and to furnish school facilities for 20 years and rations until self-supporting, There is a doubt
existing about the rights of the people now located at Crow Creek under this treaty. They claim to be the
Yanktons and Yanktonnais. They arc in fact the few remaining rvepresentatives of many different tribes collected
between the Great Lakes and the Missouri river. The treaty is by no means clear, as it appears to have meant the
Indians of the west bank of the Missouri, At the time of the treaty these people were a roaming, restless band
in the smmner, making their home on Crow ereek, where they engaged in raising corn, but in the winter would go
on long hunts over the distant plaing-and to the mountains,. They are peaceful, and claim never to have been at
war with the whites, and many of them have rendered valuable service ag scouts for our soldiers. The Yanktons
and their allied friends and relations were placed by the commissioners here between the years 1866 and 1868,
As this had always been their favorite haunt, it was thought best to leti themn remain on the east bank of the river,

The agency buildings cover abont 500 square feet of ground, inclosed by a paling fence, and comprise soms -

20 buildings, ranging in value from $15 (the old post office erected in 1875) to $5,200 (the new flour mill ereeted
in 1887, in the best repair and painted white), all valued at $26,000. A short distance west is located the corral
where the cattle are slanghtered, The schools are located near here, and are capable of accommodating 40 boys

and 40 girls, with ample playgrounds inclosed with a barbed wire fence. In the middle of the inclosure is a small .

park. This is one of the finest agencies among the Sioux. The soil is black, gammy, and strong with alkali, and
is what is called gumbo. It is very productive under favorable counditions, but the country is arid, and has not
produced a favorable crop since brought under cultivation move than 5 years ago. Owing to little snow in the
winter and little rain in snmmer there is not water sufficient for agriculture. Two years ago there was a fair crop,
and the Indians were much stimulated with their guceess, but the last 2 years’ crops have been almost total failures,
Nearly all vegcetables and small grains can be cultivated in the river bottoms, and melons, pumpkins, beans, squashes,

small fruits, and many berries grow where they are protected from the hot winds and have sufficient mmsture. :

The grass crop has been short, the little rain that falls being quickly dried up by hot winds.

The Crow Creeks number 1 058, with 375 heads of families. Comparatively few of them speak English.; Theﬂy“

nearly all live in houses (log or fmmc) in winter time, and in summer in tepees, and mostly on land in qevera,lﬁy

Men and wowmen, with but few exceptions, ave clothed in our costumes, the material being of cheap quality fmd'*

mostly cotton. All of the women wear shawls, the abandonment of which would add to their personal ‘Lppe'u' ‘

@ The statemonts giving tribes, aveas, and lawa for ageneios are from the Roport of t,he (‘ommwswnor of Indian Affairs, 1890, pages 434~445, Tho p0pu1llﬂﬂ s

the result of the consua.




CONDITION OF INDIANS—SOUTH DAKOTA. 57T

A few of the men still carry blankets, but they are very few. All wear moccasins. They are cheap and comfortable.
The women still wear leggings.

Thenen are fond of their families, and 1 wife is generally sufficient. There are, however, some few exceptions
to this, It is understood that \1rtue is more the rule than the exception; still, wives often run off with other men,
and vice versa.

As far as can be traced, they are supposed to have lived at the hedd of the upper lakes before the advent of
the white man, as their name translated means fern leaves”, and the dcscendants of the fern leaves (Yanktons
and Yzmktonnms) are sometimes swamp dwellers. At present there are not many fine specimens of men among
them. The mau’s hair is dry and shaggy, the effect of alkali, and the black slouch hat and black cotton gown do
not help his appearance. He has a more or less haggard look and is always inclined to be thin, The women do
notlook as bright or intelligent as neighboring Indians. The woman’s hair is unkempt, and she pays little attention
to dress or personal appearance. As mothers they are very affectionate and no pains are spared with little ones,
and this is particularly troe about their attention to their young girls. They will put everything in the way of
finery on them and make every sacrifice for them. This does not change with their advancing civilization, HEvery
wigh of the children they will try to gratify, and this is often to their detriment. In regard to going to school, the
children would rather stay with their parents in the lodges, poor and dirty, than be well fed and clothed in the

- government schools, These Indiang have great confidence in their ¢hildren, and this interferes greatly with their
advancement. The children frequently originate stories to get away from the schools, and their fond mothers
believe them. The Tudian boy is early at work, carvying wood for the fire or watering the pony (for no man is too
poor to own a pouy), an occupation the boy is never too small to engage in, and which he delights in. In his
present condition the boy also likes to assist in farming, which occupation, it prosperous, ke would follow and
rapidly advance and be saved from destruction., Boys and girls associate freely together until the girls begiu to
show signs of womanhood; after this they are rarely left alone, and the girls are always seen with some relative.

White Ghost and Unzie are head chiefs at Crow Creek., White Ghost is about 65 years of age and about 6
feel high, of a square-cut type. Unzie is more of an orator or medicine man, and is of a nervous type and somewhat
taller than White Ghost. There ave a great many orvators among these people.

As a rule these Indians marry young. Courtships are often helped out at the dances, which appeax to be the
only amusement they have left. Parents-are very anxious to have their daughters married off, and make every
sacrifice to have them look attractive. Advances are mostly made by the young woman’s parents, and the young
man’s family make many presents to the young woman’s family as & compliment for his having been the favored
one. Marriages are mostly solemnized by the agent or by one of the several ministers, but they are often celebrated
by agreement or by the old customs. These Indians do not marry blood relations. The women usually hold
property in their own right, and this right is mostly respected by the husband. Moderate families of from. 3 to 6

hildren are the rule.

These Indians are physically in a bad and an unhealthy condition. They were formerly used to much exertion
and almost constant movement, and with a large roaming ground. In old times the Indian’s world was very large
and his imagination expansive and unmolested, His dominion is now limited to a day’s travel in any direction.
His movements and imaginations are restricted to the reservation, with grave doubts as to whether to-morrow the
governmeunt will have any rations for him. With nothing to do, he lies around and about, dirt accumulates, the
perms of disease show themselves, and he passes away at ah early age. Serofula, consumption, and catarrh easily
affect himm. His changed condition-and his long remaining in one location have weakened his constitntion, besides

the sputa of his friends and relations soon affects the earthen floor of his house, which in winter is hemed to an
unbearable degree, and the germs of disease arve developed.

About 58 per cent of all the diseases among these Indians is scrofula or tuberculosis, and threatens soon to
exterminate them. It is visible on every hand, in sore necks, ears, eyes, and swollen joints. Dr. Graham, of

Brule reservation, gives this classification of the disease among these Indians: in the parent it is tuberenlosis; in
~the child or youth it is serofula and tubereulosis, and in the prime of life it is again tuberculosis.

Syphilis during the past & years has been little known among these Indians, but all other forms of venereal
diseases have been of late years very prevalent, especlally amoug women. The old Indians-and tradition say that
scrofula and consumption were little or almost unknown among them until within the last 50 years. The first cases
of syphilis remembered to have been heard of among the Yanktons were in the year 1858, as stated by one of the
most. intelligent interpreters here. The first case of scrofula particularly noticed among the Brule Sioux oceurred
in 1869. - In the year 1868 beef cattle were first delivered to these Indiaus, and from that period the ascendency of
tiberculosis is marked. Many have goiter, probably frem the alkali in the water; most probably from water lying
in the dried-up creuks in the summer, that is covered with a heavy green s¢um, and yet this is the ouly water to be
had.

‘ T&peworm is quite prevalent, as well as cancer and tumor, which is believed to be ca,used by eating the
tendmous part of the meas, which in their day of plenty was thrown away.

There i3 complaint that the issue of diseased cattle delivered to these Indians has much to do with many of
‘their ills, and doctors express the opinion that there should be a more rigid inspection of the cattle issned.

8083 1np —37
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Suicide has been quite frequent recently among these Indians, and often from very trifling causes, Hanging
is one ot the methods most resorted to. They are affected by all the ills of rheumatisi, and acute inflammation
carries many of them off, _ ‘

Near the agency buildings there is what is called the agency farm, with about 200 acres under cultivation, for
the berefit of the agency and employés, and where the schoolhoys are tanght many of the rudiments of farming,
BEverything is tried oun this farm, and everything grows until July and August, when the sun burns up everything

in the way of crops, The stable at this farm contains stock for service and breeding purposes.

The carpenter shop is a large and well fitted building, with awmple space to store material and for the working
of several boys at the trade, under the direction of a practical carpenter. They have built a number of
well modeled, neat houses over the reservation, called issuehouses. A well appointed semimachine and blacksmith
shop 1s on tho agency. The agricultural machinery is generally stored in the open air.

These Indians ave disgusted with farming, with but few exceptions. They have been induced to believe that
if they would try to farm they would be happier and wiser men. Farming has failed on account of the unfit
country, and so atter all their pains they are just where they began. The government agreed to furnish them
seed and instructions, aud machinery as well. The result of this is that here and there an Indian has been found
who is considered seviously interested as a farmer, and for which he is given & reaper or mower or u Wagon,
Nearly every Indian house has a grindstone, and several have two. Where a farmer has no machine, he borrows
one from the agency, or some 4 or 5 are given an interest in one. This does not always work well, as the first man
may break the machine, and he leaves it wherever the accident may have happened. It is taken away by an
employé, and after a few weeks is repaired, the other Indians in the partnership meanwhile being deprived of its
use. . . ’

The Indian has been told repeatedly that he will have to be self-supporting, and to be so he must farm , and 8o
ke informs the agent that he wishes to break and plant, The official farmer is sent with seeds, plows, and other
necessaries. This opening up an Indian farm is a matter of some moment, and a sort of levee is held by friends,
In the matter of farming with the Indian on reservations, there is never enough seed to go around nor enough tools.
Some get a low’s share, while others are entively left without any.

Some 200 out of the 375 heads of families are engaged in farming in severalty, and nearly all are located. A
greab deal of this has been done within the past 6 years. Before this there was very little method in their farmin g3
they cultivated small spots, often at long distances apart. Now on many of the farms are small, neat, painted,
clapboard houses. Many have log houses, and the inclosures about most of the farms are barbed wire fences. At
Brule 1,400 acres of land were broken this year, 655 pub in corn, 460 in wheat, and 220 in mixed vegetables,
potatoes, tomatoes, squashes, turnips, melons, and pumpking, very little of which gave any return, Two years ago
the Indians had a partially successful crop, and the government bought it all from them at a fair price, and they
thus wade a good deal of money and were happy; and, to further help them, they were advised to buy grain from
the surrounding farmers, which they did and held, and then sold to the government at a neat profit. Wit the
proceeds many of them invested in agricultural machinery.

They generally make sufficient hay to last thew through the winter, They ave mostly assisted in everything
they do by the government farmers and machinery. This is so with all the farming, breaking, sowing, and reaping,

This and last year these Indians have been sorely disappointed in receiving such small returns for all the labor
expended on the soil. This is not the Indian’s fault, for many intelligent white farmers have naught for all their
efforts. This location is most emphatically not a farming conntry. The Indians bave a fair knowledge of the bestk
kind of seed, and particularly of that whieh they have used.

This country is generally supposed to be a good country for stock raising, and many are successful in raising
cattle, but the Iudian at present is not supposed to possess qualities fitting him to raise cattle, principally by reason
of his extravagant ideas of living. When the Indian is rich, every day is a holiday. He is extravagant. Ho
gives large parties, and likes to visit and to bo visited. With plenty he is wasteful, and had he cattle he wounld
kill & calt every day, and so soon demolish his herd, With horses the Indian is at home. He loves to keep them
as long as he can. He loves to see them inerease and multiply, and on that account puts the greatest value on a
mave. A
Live stock get along with moderate shelter, Cattle find grass all winter, and the ponies are successful in
finding fodder, even in deep snow. This country will winter herds.

The Indiaus on Crow Creek live mostly in log cabins. These are strongly built and tightly plastered with the
cement clay of the country, They are of the Sioux tribe, and formerly lived in skin covered lodges, beautifully .
painted. One would expect the same taste, as the love for color could be applied to log and clapboard houses as
well as to skins, but the art of painting has passed away. :

Many frame houses, painted white, dot the river side of this reservation, where most of the land has been
taken in severalty. These white houses (1.5 stories high) have been built and given by the government to.what ’
are considered the best Indians, but here the best Indian is said to be the Indian capable of sticking closest for

the longest time and begging hardest. These houses are valued at $250 each.

LT
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The Brule log cabins assume more pleasing proportions than those of the Yanktons at Crow Creek. Nearly
all have some little jrregularity to break up the monotony, such as ridgepoles projecting over the ends, logs left
lhanging over the front or sides, like waterspouts. Nearly all have an arbor; some have two or three. This is a
shelter from the sun, construeted of u series of upright forked posts and a nunber of cross poles interwoven with
bonghs, in front of or abonut the houses. These assume all sorts of shapes, and give the builders a great deal of
pleasure and comfort. In time of discase or disorder these people tear down their houses and build new ones.

The arts of tlie Crow Creek and Brule Indians consist in the whittling of some grotesque figures on their clubs
and pipesteros and wood carving, some examples showing observation. Offen the same design passes from generation |
to generation, and perhaps once had a well defined meaning.  Birds, animals, and fish are often attempted and well
carried out. These people carve many canes out of a species of willow that is found on the river bottoms., Nearly
every family carves the stone pipe. It is done with a knife and polished with a cloth and the palm of the hand.
The brace and bit to bore the hole in the stone are borrowed from the government shops. .

A sense of color i3 strongly developed in the women, Apparently they make all the ornaments for the men, do
all the embroidery and color work in quills, straw, or beads, and make handsome coats, moccasing, pipestemns, dub

ﬂ.ndles, and bags of all sizes, shapes, and sorts. In their arts every conceivable thing is made to do service, stones,
shells, nuts, teeth, claws, horns, hoofs, feathers, skins, quills, and beads. With quills and beads their designs are
very pleasing, direct, and to the point; they are not mere attempts nt imitation, but strange conventional effects
and forms which have been long used among them.

The Brule women are always working, and they must accomplish a great cdeal in their way, Young married
women take great pride in making the trappings for their first baby. At times thesc are very beautiful objects.

The children at school are very apt, making small models with clay that they take from the creek bed. They
model groups of various animals. ITorses seem to be the favorite subject. '

Bdueation is one of the most difficult problems. As tar back as 1885 education began among the Yanktons
at Orow Creek, and now there is hardly a trace left. The method now is not to say or speak a word of Dakota
before the children, only English.

Mauny young Indian men and women with ability to speak English refuse to do so, and it is with the ubmost
difficulty one can get a word of English from them.

At Crow Creek there are plenty of school facilities. At the government schools day and boarding pupils are
taken. The day scholars are mostly those living at or near the ageney. There exists a difference as to which is
the best, day or boarding schools, one party believing that the good that is acquired at school in the day is lost by
being with their parents over night, while others believe that what they acquire at school in the day isimparted to
the parents in the evening, which advances the whole line. Hither seems to have a compeunsation. The great
trouble is not with the Indians not understanding or wishing to be educated hut becanse they believe that our
professed education is a white man’s seheme and another of his wiles.to get the best of him. The confidence
necessary to get the best results does not exist. The Indian still has the secret thought he will some day return
to all his past glory and cover the land as of yore. He dreans of a deliverance from the whites. This is natural
to him, as he is very romantic and imaginative, and lives a great deal in the past, and tells and retells the stories
of his fathers,

The government school at Orow Creek is composed of a superintendent’s home and the boys’ and teachers’
dormitories, 2 stories in height, in which are the general school offices, There are sleeping quarters for about 40
boys, with washrooms, and storerooms for their clothing. The disagreeable part of these buildings results from
having painted part of the interior a dirty black brown and having a strong odor of carbolic acid and other
disinfectants. The Indians say it is the white maw’s odor. Fe does not seem to think it was intended for him.
The girle’ school building stands about 400 feet from the boys’ school, and is somewhat larger. Here is the common

dining hall, where all eat and where everything is cooked and baked by the girl pupils, and where sewing, mending,
-and cooking are taught to pupils. In this buailding also are the girl’s dormitories, as well'as those of their matrons
and teachers. The boys sleep 2 in a bed; the girls have single beds. The boys are crowded. Between these 2
school building is & 2-story building, in which is the school proper, This sehool has nuwmerous other ontbuildings,
in which training is given, such as farming, a very little harness making, shoemalking, and carpentering.

There is considerable difficulty in getting: the children to attend sehool. It would be hard te get to the root
of this evil., Often it is the parents, again the children, who will tell stories about the schools and the male
teachers. The parents will say the children are sick or away visiting, or any other excuse so as not. to send them
to school. The agent brings them to obedience aud to school by cutting down the parents’ rations, The agent
does not 'Llways know just how mauny children there are in a family, particularly if he does not trouble the agency

- doctor.
~“BEvery child is examined before being admitted to the school. If it has any disagreeable or mfeotlous disease
it is not accepted, but is allowed to remain with its parents. Much unnecessary trouble is saved in this way, as
it ig found that many children are so affected by disease that it would only be a waste of energy to try to educate
, bham besides, they would be injurions to the more healthy children,
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Sowe of the boys and girls are taken to government or contract schools in the east. Some have been to
"Hanpton, some to Carlisle, and some to Philadelphia. There is an impression that the climate of Hampton is not
:good for them, as it is too moist. Mahy return and soon after die.

There has not been suflicient practical return here for the many children educated in the east. Infaet, there is
‘no showing for it at all, as they soon fall back into their old ways and are more harmful than beneficial about the
reservations.

A few years ago Miss Grace Howard undertook to remedy this. With the assistance of some charitable friends

*in New York she built a house (designed by a New York architect) some 12 miles from the agency, where the
girls who hiad been to Hampton or otlier schools could stay and have a comfortable home as long as they wished.
She had aceommodations for about 12, with an organ and other home amusements. It was proposed that they
shonld do sewing, mending, and washing, It was soon apparent that they preferred their old surroundings, and
'Miss Howard found that her exertions were fruitless. She now has about 12 children in this house, mostly girls,
and they are the pick of the agency. She has a farm attached, and receives what rations are allowed to the
children from the government. There is a teacher, and balf the day is devoted to their books, the rest to all kinds
of housework.

“About 16 miles north of the agency, at Stephan, Hyde county, South Dalkota, is the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Indian mission, mostly devoted to educational work. Iu the spring of 1886 a little cottage was erected,
serving the double purpose of a residence and a school (supported by the Catholic church), making a good
Deginning, with 33 pupils. In 1837 a large house was erected, 40 by 100 feot, and opened in the fall with 90 pupils
under the government contract systen.. In the year 1888 another building was erected to accommodate the demand
for admission, and was for the use of girls only. ‘This building was not completed until the tall of the present
year. Day and boarding pupils are taken at thesc schools. The domestic part of the work is mostly under
the care of the sisters of the Benedictine order. Tlie teachers are brothers of the same order. All the children
have single beds, and all assist in the varvious duties about the house. The boys work on the farm, where
they have 160 acres under cultivation and ave asking for more land, They have a fine herd of cattle, many horses,
hogs, and a fine series of barns. They value this property at about $40,000. The schools are well kept, and no
bad odors are to be found in any of the bed or play rooms.

.The Episcopal clhureh has 3 sehools on different parts of the reservation, mostly f01 day scholars, thqb are
managed by the mission.

There is not much evidence of results from educational attempts here in proportion to the time and energy
expended, The Catholic mission of Stephan is the one Miss Drexel has been interested in and partly built, giving
$20,000 toward it.

At Crow Oreek the Indians are religions in their own way, and at Brule as well. The christians have been.
working o long time among these people,for at the end of the seventeenth century the jesuits had missions among

- them ab the head of the lakes and at the falls of St. Anthony.

The Indian has not given up his medicine man, and hardly a week passes that there is not u dance. The
medicine man has alwaysbeen a great drawback to the progress of christianity among these Indians, An Indian
or his children may be under treatment with the doctor, when he will suddenly go back to his medicine man.
Thursday night is a favorite time for dances, which are many and for almost everything. They are mostly held in
their wigwams, Friday night is church night with the Episcopalians who are located on the agency grounds.
T'he Indians have an iden that they must be friendly with tlem, and so mauy of the women are seen in the.chureh
on Frifay nights, Lately a native Presbyterian minister built a-small chapel about 12 miles from the agency and
is doing a good work. The Catholies are located, as the rest, 16 miles north of the agency, and have 2 stations on
the resorvation. About 60 Indians attend mass, many of whom receive the sacrament. . At Brule the Episcopalidns
Liave the field alnost to themselves, under the management of a native minister. The Presbyterians also have a
native minister, who has a simall church at the mouth of White river. The Catholics claim numerous converts.

Phere is o' difference of opinion about the religion among the Dakotas. Keating says they have a very simple
system, believing iu a superior being and a number of subordinate beings with attributes, powers, aund prlvxleges

varying greatly. The Great Spivit they worship as the creator of all things and the governor of the universe,
and believe him to be the source of all good, but of no bad whatever. They also believe in an evil one, whois
wholly engaged in the performance of evil. These two great spirits, good and evil, are eternal; but the evil oneis
partly subordinate to the good ome. Mr, Riggs says the Dakotas have many gods, tlieir nnarrnmtl(m havf’ g

" peopled both a visible and an invisible world with mysterious or spiritual beings who are continually exerting eal

or woe. These spiritual existences inhabit almost everything; consequently almost everything is an obj of

‘worship, and they find it necessary to offer sacrifice more frequently to the bad spirit than to the good. -

[n some cases of sickness the ageney doctor is called in, and oftener the medicine mai. Death resultlng, the

* burial takes place soon after, the same day usually. At Crow Creek a young man died of consumption about 1

o'clock in the morning. At 8 o’clock of the same morning the body was placed in a box procured at the agenc;
carpenter shop, where u number are kept on hand, and taken to the graveyard, where it was interred in & shallow
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grave. The grave was filled, and the few men who assisted at the work drove off with their picks and shovels in
the wagon, leaving some half dozen women behind, who set up aloud crying and moaning, accompanied by a
peculiar chant, as if they were reciting some fixed form.

The pagan Indians are buried in small groups of graves on many points of the-cliffs. They generally have
gome pieces of cloth or calico flags flying or lying around and have paling fences for their inclosures. The
Eipiscopalians have a graveyard with many faneral signs and symbols. The Oatholic mission has a graveyard,
where all have been interred since the mission was established. A large cross marks the grave of the sister whe
‘lost her life during a blizzard in 1878 in coming from the school to the house, only a short distance.

A woman who died of consumption was buried at nearly dusk the next day. There were a great many people
gathered at this funeral. A shallow grave was dug in the large Episcopalian graveyard, and after the regular
service was gone through the men all retired and the women remained and set up a great ho wling, which lasted
well into the night.

The Indian graveyards are always on high ground. On many of the hills surrounding Brule are to be seen
weather-beaten, rude cotfins, sometimes 3 or 4 together, all sizes, lying on the ground, and some are ineclosed in
bedsteads, probably once issued by the government, for they are of the pattern that many of them now have in
their homes. Burials are not made in the trees aronnd Brule, which was their custom afew years ago. Theyput
the bodies in the ground, that they may not be molested. Besides, trees arve scarce.

Visiting a graveyard and looking at some of the different groups of graves, we found that at the first one the
lid had disappeired and the skeleton was bleached as white as snow. At another group we found the grave of an.
old woman uncovered. We knew it was a woman by the trappings remaining, and that she was old by fihding
her lower jaw bone, her skull having disappeared. Many small bundles lay tucked around her, These contained
small pieces of all Kinds of cloth, as from a patchwork basket. Threeother distinct bundles contained each about
& box of matches, and others contained tacks, matches, buttons, and many other trifles. When an Indian is about.
to die, they carry him out of the house for the sake of economy and to save tearing down the house, as none of
these Indians will live in a house where a death has occurred.

The Indians at Brule are at present governed by the agent, who has within late years appointed judges of the.
peace and court of Indian affairs, who sit on all cases of crime or disagreement. If the Indians are not able to
settle the case, it is given to the agent, who generally arrives at a satisfactory conclusion. The judges ave
appointed for an indefinite time. They sit twice a month.

There is a small body of reservation police, composed of many of the best men, and commanded by one of their
chiefs, called Spotted Horse, aman of judgment and courage. Disputesof great import ave still settled by councils,

Crow Creek is governed on the same plan and system as Brule, with Indian justices and police. The Indian
police supply themselves with horses. .

The same method of beef killing is carried out on ration day at both agencies, and this description applies
to both., Saturday is the great day at the agency, called issue day. The Indians come from miles around. The
families and their teams camp on the ground the Friday afterncon before, some having been ou the road since
Thursday morning.

_On Saturday all are dressed in their best, and everything is put into the wagons for the return trip. At 7T
o'clock in the morning camp is broken and all move toward the corral, where from 17 to 20 head of cattle,
aceording to weight, are slanghtered. The killing is done in the corral. After having been weighed, the cattle
are divided and driven into a second inclosure, where the head clerk, or any one he may wish to do the work for
him, with a repeating rifie of large caliber, shoots them down. One bullet is generally sufficient; it breaks the
beast’s neck. They drop very rapidly, and when the last one drops the Indians rush in upon them with knife in
hand. They cutout the tongue, which is the bit over which they have a dance or feast. Theu the issueclerk and
the interpreter call out to what band or head of family the beet belongs. It is divided in halves, quarters, and
half-quarters. Then a team belonging to the family or band enters, and, hooking into any part of the beast, drags
it to where the family or band have located in the corral. Then the hacking begins. Apparently every man,
woman, and child has a knife. The skinuning is mostly done by the men, but the women often doit, and sometimes
without any help from the men. The skinning being completed, the legs of one side being cut off, the ribs being
broken, all are cut aud thrown in a pile, right into the dirt of many killings, the entrails are dragged out, and the
women’s work begins. They cut and throw the dirt out of the stomach, the intestines, and all the internal organs.
One can not say they clean them. When the animals are all cut up, they ave divided by the headman of the band
or family, The skin is sometimes taken or given to a family, who tan it to make moccasins, or it is sold to the
trader, who pays the same price for all, large and small. This money is divided amnong the band. The trader
pays the same for all skins, because to say one was bad or oue was good, one large or one small, would lead to
continual disputes. In an hour there is hardly a trace of the carnage left on the ground. What little was left by
the Indians has been secured by the degs. Passing in the afternoon, one would have no idea of the slaughter of’
the morning, especially if the day were fair. Every vestige of bhc dlrt would have been dried by the wind, and.
only the horns remaining to cause an unpleasant odor, :
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After the killing of beef at the corral the issue house is next visited. The women gather here with their bags
to get flour; bacon, and any other of the commodities distributed by the government. Sometimes men are seen
standing in lines with bags.. The Indians are only admitted here 10 or 12 at a time. They are letinto a vestibule
or hallway, faced on the inner side by a counter, on which the clerk stands. e is handed the cards of each head
of the family, and calls out to his assistant what is to be given. This is nearly always done in the Indian language.

In the afternoon there is hardly an Indian (with the exception of the regular hanger-on) to be seen about the
place, all having gone to their homes.

The government is about to build blauuhtexhouses and have the cattle butchered, as for the embryo markets
of the whites, and the meat distributed by weight.

The Iudizms never bleed the cattle they kill. They take great delight in tormenting them before they are dead.

Jerking beef is still the prevailing method among them for preserving their meat. It is a good method, and
probably the best that can be used. Jerking means to cut the beef into strips and dry or eure it in the sun.

LOWER BRULE RESERVATION.

Lower Brule reservation is located on the west bank of the AMissouri river about 5 miles below Chamberlain,
South Dakota, on a flat platean abont 1.5 miles wide, the American creek on the north and the White river 6 miles
to the south. There is very little timber on or near this reservation. The west bank of this plateau is in strange
contrast to the opposite bank, where high chalk cliffs rise perpendicularly from the water,

The Brules were one of the wild bands of the Sioux or Dakota Nation. They never courted the white man, and
but few of their people had any mixed blood until of late years. They were well governed and strict in theu' own
laws; manhood was appreciated and virtue respected. In 1873 to 1870 General Sanborn, of St. Paul, was
‘commissioned to organize and establish this agency. They have not been troublesome since. They have always
assumed a firm manner, and continually demanded their treaty rights, They number 1,026 souls, and are at
present decreasing. The grip found them easy victims, and left them more subjeet than before to their chronie
diseases of scrofula and cousumption. Thew changea condition of living, with very little to do and general
idleness, including eating government beef, is fast depleting them. '

The men are of large mold and have a frank address. They can be called athletic types. They are nervous
and quick in their movements. But very few of them can be called corpulent.. They are broad shouldered in
ccmparison to their head, hips, and height. There seems to be two stocks among them, one somewhat rounder
than the other, while one is quite angular. This is apparent among the women as well as the men, but no one is
able to give any explanation of it. The women are large in comparison with Indian women and women in general.
Many of them are larger than the men, and very few are of small stature. They are quite neat about their persons,
and their haiv is nicely kept and, of course, more or less ornamented. They wear calico, but of the best quality and
of a decided color. They are fond of their children and their husbands and are dutiful to their parents.

The offices at Brule are composed of a long row of buildings, with doctor’s house and small hospital (never
used) at one end. The houses of the carpenter, the farmer’s assistants, stable boss, and assistant agent; with 2
more houses and an office, comprise the official row, with the post trader ata short distance outside of the inclosure.
The stables and storehouses are located in the rear, and are the finest buildings on the reservation. The blacksmith
and carpenter shops are comparatively small buildings and some distance back of the doctor’s house. The schools
are to the north, between the offices and the river, and are a fine series or group of buildings. On a hill about a
half mile back is the corrval, an upright log constrn(,tlon about 9 feet high., The estimated value of the government
property is $26,000, The ﬁrst buildings were erected in 1875, and are classified from very bad to good.

The subagent takes the place of the agent, but in important matters the Indians make all their appeals to the
agent at Orow Creek. He hears all their wants and smooths down all their difficulties. At times situations arise
when the agent does not always have sufficient authority, and when he does not agree Wlth the authorities then a
special agent comes and looks into affairs.

Iron Nation and Wishful Heart are the head chiefs of the Brule people. Iron Nation is a very old man. He
is about 6 feet high and of a thin, nervous type, and can be seen about the. ageney in a long unbleached muslin
shirt like & hunting jacket and wearing smoked glasses. He has been very great in his day, but he has no fature
hope for his people, VVIbhflll H(,amt 18-of a more aggressive type, a very handsome Indian, about 50ryears of age,
and 6 feer high,

The government school buildings at Brule are Va,lua,ble, well built, and make a fine appeamnce, being near
the river and having a few trees growing about them. The buildings are 1 large 2-story building for the general

management, kitchen, dining room, sewing room, play rooms, matron’s and superintendent’s family quarters; and

sleeping rooms for the boys and teachers. Another building stands back of this structure, making a. sortof
L-shaped wing, used for classroom and girls’ sleeping quarters. Inthe rear of these are the school stables-and barris.

They have a male industrial teacher, but besides farming I did not see any industries taught. At the time of

my visit the blackboards were covered with dra.wmgs, all kinds of animals and human ﬁgures, the Work
ch11d1en This was during their Vchr):thll
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The schoul and teacher’s house at White river, near Brule, stand in the river bottom close to the hills, and are
not very attractive. _ : ' '

The scirools at Driving Hawk’s camp were about on & planc with the White river schools.

At the mouth of White river, at Yellow Hawk’s camp, in a medicine lodge, a dance was held in August,
presided over by the medicine man. We arrived at dusk, and, along with some Indian boys who spoke English,
wa approached and stated our mission to an old man and expressed our desire to see the dance lodge. Ie led the
way into a well detined form of temnple, built of logs, with an inclined root of reeds, brush, and mud, of about 30
feet in diameter and about 7 feet high at the base on the outside and rising to about 16 feet in height, the center
resting on $ columns of about 10 inches in diameter and about 5 feet apart, giving an octagonal outlet to the sky,
where the poles project over the edge in an irregular manner. We entered - throngh an irregular approach, buil
out about 4 feet from the entrance of the circles and of a right angular plan, 4 feet wide and ¢ feet high. Around
the outer circles were seats of strong planks 14 inches high, and in the middle burned a swall fire.  In the back
and opposite stood or sat the great medicine man. Ie gave nus his age as 79. Oun his right was a tambourine
shaped drum, covered, as he said, with horse skin, and with a number of whistles and jingling bells lying inside of
it. We “tum-tummed? on it and it gave a pleasant sonnd. This drum sat on the ground on a projecting column
of white earth 2 feet square, earth whiter than the rest, and on top of the earth was a large painted stone with a
rude painting of a face upon it, all surrounded by blood red earth, This gave a picturesque effect to the whole.
To the right of a small square column of earth stood 6 small sticks 2 feet high with small black bags or cushions
ont the ends, to which were fastened little feathers and very smnall trinkets, the whole surronunded with innumerable
oddities, among them being a long wooden spear, the top painted green (and of the regular pointed shape), and
below the painted part some irregular notches, and below these at regular intervals were 4 or 5 groups of feathers.
To the left of the old man was a great drum, the head stretched on the top of a well made tub and covered with
cowhide and profusely ornamented. .

As the hour for dancing had not arrived, we went outside and moved around among the different wigwams
or, as the Dakotas say, tepees. In the first one we entered they were engaged playing the game of dice or plum
stone, using G plum stones differently marked. A number of thin sticks, also variously marked, were placed in a
common pot. All won from this pot, the banker cashing thein at the end of the game.

The sound of drum beating and singing took us back to the medicine lodge, where, after waiting in the weird
light of the fire for some time, men and women began to enter and were seated around the wall on the low benches.

“I'hese people are all blanket Indians and wore highly colored blankets. After the lodge was well filled the daneing
began. The dancers were mostly women. They went through & great many forms and quaint positions,
accompanying them with a song or chant, the men aiding in the song. Now and then the women stopped singing
and the voices of the men alone were heard. At the end of one of these pauses an old man on the outer row rose
from the group of singing men and approached our party of 3 and addressed us: “You white men have come from
a long way and we arve dancing with pleasure to see yon. We are very poor and you have long pockets. We are
very much in need, and we would like to have something to buy coffee with, and we pat the price of your admission
to see us at $1 apiece.” We agreed to pay $1 for the whole party, which compromise was acceptod with thanks.
The dance inereased in vigor and ended at midnight. :

On the following evening we went to see another danee; but with the exception of seeing many Indians sifting -
around an old bass dram and an old woman standing over a fire stirring a kettle of soup made of corn, squash,
and melon, there was very little in it. This was in a square log house adjoining the stable or cattle shed, about a
mile from the agency. These daunces are held more for the purpose of pastime than anything else, and are the best
means of amusement they have. ; :

There are at Brule a great many ghost lodges. The reason for them was given in this way: a member of a
family dies and a lodge like other lodges iu form is erected, except that a ghost lodge has a line of little willow
rods 2 feet high all around it. The parent or other relative announces that he has bmilt a ghost lodge to the
deceased and gives them to understand that he is ready to receive whatever auny person is willing to give as
consolation presents. People bring everything conceivable, and some of great value among themselves. When
the lodge is filled with presents it is announced, the contributors assemble, and a distribution takes place
Everybody is given something to carry away in remembrance of the dead. .

These Indians continue the practice of eating dog meat at all their dances and feastings. After killing the
dog it is held over a fire and singed till the hair is burned off; then it is hoiled in a pot over a slow fire and in a
general hash of vegetables of every variety obtainable. Dogs are rarely beaten by the Indians; they are well
treated and have the run of the tepees, and often sleep in them. -

The Indians still have their old councils, and they hold them frequently. Any difference they may have with
the agent or any other public matter brings about a council. Af this they sit around in a circle, as of old, and the
points of difference are argned by the different factions. At the end of the discussion the orator for each side is
selected and argues the claim of his party. Then a vote is had, the pipe is passed, and much gravity and
selemnity grace the occasion,
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